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About CFIB 
 Non-partisan, not-for profit, political advocacy 

organization 
 109,000 independent business members across the 

country, 5,250 in Saskatchewan 
 Represent all sectors, all regions 

 
 What makes CFIB unique? 

 District Managers 
 Meet with members and prospects every day 

 Business Resource Counsellors  
 Provide information, interpretation and advocacy 

to members on business issues 
 Survey Research Based  

 Member set policy is a 1 member = 1 vote system 
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Priority issues for Saskatchewan entrepreneurs 
Which of the following are a serious concern for your business? (% response) 

Source: CFIB Our Members’ Opinion Survey, Jan-June, 2017, n= 1133 responses 
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Availability of financing 

Provincial labour laws 

Workers' compensation 

Shortage of qualified labour 

Employment insurance 

Cost of local government 

Government regulation and paperburden 

Government debt/deficit 

Total tax burden 
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A day in the life of a small business owner 
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What are the most burdensome provincial regulations in terms of time 
and money spent on compliance? (% response) 

 
Source: CFIB Regulation & Paperburden Survey, September 2017, CFIB Saskatchewan Pre-Budget Survey, November 2016 

PST, WCB/OH&S regulations most burdensome 
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Other 

Food & restaurant inspections 

Liquor & tobacco 

Consumer Protection 

Health permits and inspections 

Selling to government (procurement) 

Environment (eg. Agriculture & farming, energy, waste & recycling) 

Other Tax Compliance 

Financial (eg. Insurance, securities, banking) 

Business registration, reporting, requirments 

Employment Standards 

WCB, Occupational Health & Safety 

Provincial Sales Tax (PST) 

2017 

2016 
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Nearly 1/3 of the $36B cost of regulation in Canada 
is unnecessary red tape  
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Regulation is more burdensome for small businesses 
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Sources: Calculations based on CFIB’s Regulation & Paperburden Surveys (conducted in 2017, n=7,823, and 2014, n=8,867). 



Excessive government regulations add significant stress to 
entrepreneurs 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statement: 
Excessive regulations add significant stress to my life. 

Source: CFIB Regulation & Paperburden Survey, September 2017, Saskatchewan results  

Agree 
76% 

Disagree 
13% 

Don’t know 
11% 
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Paperweight Award 
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Paperweight Award 

 Award highlights outrageous 
red tape hassles weighing 
down small business  

 Sidewalk to nowhere, rogue 
lemonade stand,  more 
complexity in the tax code, 
etc, etc!! 

 Saskatchewan’s permit to 
swap a statutory holiday has 
been a CFIB Paperweight 
finalist in 2014 & 2016 
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Golden Scissors Award 
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Golden Scissors Award 
 7th annual award - Recognizes leadership in 

cutting red tape for small business in 
meaningful way  

 2018 winner: Manitoba Premier, Finance 
Minister win CFIB award for leadership in 
cutting red tape for small business 

 Introduced Regulatory Accountability Act, set up 
measurement, tracking, reporting and reduction 
goals. This includes an aggressive 2-for-1 red 
tape reduction law until March 31, 2021, 
ensuring two existing regulations are removed 
for every new one added, and one-for-one 
reduction thereafter. 
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Minister Harrison & Former Minister Heppner won Honourable 
Mention for changing provincial regulations for wide-load 
signs on trucks to match neighbouring Alberta 
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CFIB’s Annual Red Tape Report Card 

Grades Federal/Provincial/Territorial govts on 
their commitment to red tape accountability: 
political leadership, public measurement, & 
controlling the growth of regulations 

BC ,QC & MB are head of the class, SK is close 
behind & AB is noisy, disruptive kid in back  
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Sask’s progress in reducing red tape  

• 2012: Making red tape reduction an objective in the Plan for 
Growth 

• 2nd Province to legislate red tape reduction: In 2013, 
Saskatchewan passed legislation on publishing annual red tape 
reduction initiatives 

• Created a Cabinet-level committee, The Red Tape Committee, to 
oversee the review of all existing business related regulations 

• Annually declaring Red Tape Awareness Week to bring profile 
to the issue & recognize the importance of red tape reduction 

• Mandatory use of the Direct Cost Estimator (DCE) for all 
regulatory proposals for all provincial Ministries, Agencies & 
Crown Corporations (one of the 1st provinces to do so).  
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Questions? 

Phone: 306-757-0000 
Email:  
Marilyn.Braun-Pollon@cfib.ca 
           
Jennifer.Henshaw@cfib.ca 
   
 @cfibsk @cfib  
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